
 

A Brief History of  
The Early Years of the Congress 

of Neurological Surgeons  



The CNS Seal  

(Officially Adopted November 1954)  



Å The Congress of Neurological 

Surgeons was founded in May 

1951 by 22 neurosurgeons,  

mostly mid-westerners, 

outside the world of 

established elitist òsocietiesó 

 

Å The Founders had met and 

òconspiredó on the fringes of 

the Inter-Urban Meeting in 

Chicago in recent years, and 

decided to act on February 24, 

1951 

The Call for a Founding Meeting  

February -April 1951  



22 Founding Members, 

11 would later become presidents of the 

new organization 

 

The name CNS was chosen with care. The 

word òAmericanó was dropped, to 

symbolize international outreach. The 

initials would also reflect the central 

nervous system! 

The Founding Meeting  
Jefferson Hotel, Saint Louis, Missouri  

May 11, 1951  


